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Guidelines for the Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence in Research 

Important Notice: Dear researchers, please be informed that many international programs are currently being used by 

journals, particularly the Turnitin program, to detect any exceedance of the allowed limit for the use of generative artificial 

intelligence. Therefore, it is advisable to adhere to a limit of no more than 20% to avoid any issues that may lead to the 

rejection of your research. We recommend ensuring compliance with this percentage or lower to maintain the quality of 

your work. Thank you for your understanding! 

AI-generated text and authorship 

✓ If AI tools have been used to generate the main text, this must be disclosed in the acknowledgements.  

✓ Authors should not list generative AI as a co-author or author of any submitted manuscript.  

✓ Generative AI technologies cannot be held accountable for all aspects of a manuscript and consequently do not meet 

the ICMJE criteria required for authorship . 

✓ If the author of a submitted manuscript has used written or visual content produced by or edited using generative 

AI, this use must comply with all journal guidelines and policies.  

✓ The author is responsible for checking the accuracy of all content created using generative AI, e.g., quotes, citations, 

and references . 

AI-generated figures and images 

✓ Figures produced or edited using generative AI must be checked to ensure they accurately reflect the data presented 

in the manuscript.  

✓ Authors must also check that any written or visual content produced by or edited using a generative AI is plagiarism-

free . 

✓ If the author of a submitted manuscript has used written or visual content produced by or edited using generative 

AI, such use must be acknowledged in the acknowledgements section of the manuscript and the methods section, 

if applicable.  

✓ Not allowed the use of generative AI or AI-assisted tools to create or alter images in submitted manuscripts. This 

may include enhancing, obscuring, moving, removing, or introducing a specific feature within an image or figure. 

Adjustments of brightness, contrast, or color balance are acceptable if they do not obscure or eliminate any 

information present in the original. The only exception is if the use of generative AI or AI-assisted tools is part of 

the research design or research methods (for example in the field of biomedical imaging).  

✓ The author must list the name, version, model, and source of the generative AI used . 

✓ Specialized software might be applied to submitted manuscripts to identify suspected image irregularities. 

✓ Authors should adhere to the AI software’s specific usage policies and ensure correct content attribution.  

✓ The use of generative AI or AI-assisted tools in the production of artwork such as for book or commissioned content 

covers or graphical abstracts is not permitted. 


